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CHRISTMAS - 2023! 
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OPENING SONG  

 

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM  - (1868)  Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), Nat King Cole 

O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie. Above thy deep and dreamless 

sleep, the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light. The 

hopes and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above.  While mortals sleep, the angels 

keep their watch of wondering love. O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth 

and praises sing to God our King And peace to men on earth 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURES: 

(Gen 3:15)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your 

seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."  
 

(Isa 7:14)  Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  

(Isa 9:6-7)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government 

will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. [7]  Of the increase of His government and 

peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To 

order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even 

forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.  

(Isa 61:1)  "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed 

Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To 

proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are 

bound;  

 

(Mic 5:2)  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the 

thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in 

Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting."  

 

(Mat 1:1)  The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 

Abraham:  

(Mat 1:18)  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy 

Spirit.  
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(Mat 1:20-25)  But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to 

you, Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  [21]  

And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save 

His people from their sins." [22]  So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying:  [23]  "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN 

SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME 

IMMANUEL," which is translated, "God with us."  [24]  Then Joseph, being aroused 

from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife,  

[25]  and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called 

His name JESUS.   

 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

(Luk 2:1-21)  And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. [2] This census first took place while 

Quirinius was governing Syria.  [3] So all went to be registered, everyone to his own 

city.  [4] Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 

the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage 

of David, [5] to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.  [6]  

So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.  

[7] And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, 

and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

The Shepherds and the Angels 

[8]  Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night.  [9]  And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.  

[10]  Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people. [11]  For there is born to you this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  [12]  And this will be the sign to 

you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." [13]  And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying: [14]  "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward 

men!" [15]  So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 

shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us." [16]  And they came with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. [17]  Now when 

they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them 

concerning this Child. [18]  And all those who heard it marveled at those things 

which were told them by the shepherds. [19]  But Mary kept all these things and 
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pondered them in her heart. [20]  Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. [21]  

And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His name was 

called JESUS, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 

 

 The Word Became Flesh 

(Joh 1:1-14) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  [2]   He was in the beginning with God.  [3]  All things were made 

through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.  [4]  In Him was 

life, and the life was the light of men.  [5]  And the light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not comprehend it.  [6]  There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John.  [7]  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 

all through him might believe.  [8]  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear 

witness of that Light.  [9]  That was the true Light which gives light to every man 

coming into the world.  [10]  He was in the world, and the world was made through 

Him, and the world did not know Him.  [11]  He came to His own, and His own did 

not receive Him.  [12]  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, to those who believe in His name:  [13]  who were born, not 

of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. [14 ] And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 

only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  

  

 

CLOSING SONG 

 

O HOLY NIGHT – Mariah Carey – Shea (3:30) 

O holy night, the st ars are brightly shining. It is the night of the dear Savior's birth.  

Long lay the world in sin and error pining Till He appeared and the soul felt its 

worth. A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices For yonder breaks a new glorious 

morn. Fall on your knees. O hear the angels' voices. O night divine, O night when 

Christ was born.  O night divine, oh night, when Christ was born! 

 

Truly He taught us to love one another, His law is love and His gospel is peace.  

Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother. And in his name, all oppression 

shall cease. Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, let all within us praise His 

holy, name. Fall on your knees. O hear the angels' voices. O night divine, O night 

when Christ was born.  O night divine. Oh night, when Christ was born. 

 

 
 


